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Breaking and Rescuing the Fog of Uncertainty: Adorno's Critique and
Reconstruction of Hegel's Philosophy of History

Abstract Hegel's history is a process by which the Absolute Spirit develops itself, but this process

necessarily lacks the dimension of individual happiness and is to move towards absolute freedom.
Adorno believed that there was a fascist tendency hidden in this absolute freedom, and he wanted to
find the forgotten living individual experience in Hegel's philosophy of history, so that the
contradictions of history itself could be revealed, so as to settle the development of history in the
world. Adorno's purpose in doing so was to defend human happiness, to argue for the possibility of
happiness and the way to find it. Such efforts have also provided a completely new line of thought for
the fundamental orientation of China's socialist modernization.
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